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Anvisa Discusses Medicinal  
Cannabis in São Paulo  
Valéria França  
 
Pharmacist Alessandra Bastos Soares, the director of Brazil’s 
National Health Regulatory Agency (Anvisa), will be in São Paulo on 
August 13 to discuss medicinal cannabis with entrepreneurs active in 
the industry. The director confirmed her presence at Cannabusiness, 
a forum organized by Lide Futuro, a content, event and networking 
platform for young leaders.  
 
“I think it is very important for Anvisa to attend this forum, which is 
taking place just a few days before the conclusion of its public 
consultations,” says Laís Macedo, CEO of Lide Futuro. In June, 
Anvisa announced two proposals for public discussion. One proposal 
is related to the regulation of controlled cultivation of cannabis 
sativa for medicinal and scientific purposes, and the other concerns 
the registration of medicines produced with the active ingredients of 
the plant.  
  
With the end of those consultations approaching – on August 19th – 
the forum is assuming even more relevance. Senator Mara Gabrilli, 
chair of the Rare Diseases subcommittee, will also be in attendance.  
 
“Sometimes, I wonder if Brazilian patients are in less pain than 
American patients. Everyone is entitled to medicines that provide a 
better quality of life,” says the Senator. “This is what we are talking 
about.”  
 



 
 

The forum will also address the issue of opening a new market. “I 
want to bring perspectives from Canada and Colombia to the leaders 
of Lide Futuro. Business is in full swing in those countries,” says José 
Bacellar, CEO of Verdemed, a Canadian company that operates a 
pharmaceutical laboratory. “I will also share my experience with 
medicinal cannabis.”  
 
A discussion of the current regulatory regime will be the focus of a 
presentation by Marcelo Galvão of OnixCann/Cantera, a distribution 
channel for medicinal products in Latin America. As an attorney, 
economist and investor in various businesses, he is in favour of 
allowing the importation and cultivation of hemp, a plant that is 
ideal for the production of medicines. “Today, Mexico can cultivate 
via legal exemption,” he explains. “Allowing cultivation is a way to 
keep this market from ending up in the hands of large companies.”  
 
According to the consultancy Brightfield Group, this segment 
could generate revenues of US$23 billion by 2022 in the United 
States alone. Along with considerations of profitability, there is 
another factor: a recommendation from the World Health 
Organization. It suggests that cannabidiol not be regulated as a drug, 
since its therapeutic use poses no risk of dependence.   
 
Caio Santos Abreu, founder of Entourage Phytolab, Júnior Gibelli, 
director of medical affairs at HempMeds, and Viviane Sedola, 
founder of Dr. Cannabis, an educational portal, are also taking part 
in the forum.  
 
More information: lidefuturo.com.br 

 


