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Until Anvisa makes its decision, a multi-billion-

dollar Cannabusiness market will not be 

established 

Hypeness attended the 22nd Like The Future conference, entitled Cannabusiness: A 

Billion-Dollar Market. Promoted by Lide Futuro, a content, experience and 

networking platform for young leaders, the event featured a discussion on a topic that 

has been highly controversial in Brazil: medicinal cannabis. The purpose of the 

discussion was to highlight the market potential of a compound found in cannabis 
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sativa, cannabidiol (CBD), both in Brazil and around the world. 

(  

The discussion, moderated by journalist Tarso Araujo, included Alessandra Bastos 

Soares, a director of Anvisa (the Brazilian National Health Regulatory Agency), 

Viviane Sedola, founder and CEO of the Dr. Cannabis platform, José Bacellar, 

founding partner of Verdemed, and Laís Macedo, CEO of Lide Futuro, among other 

participants. 

The market for medicinal cannabis has tremendous potential for growth. Studies have 

shown that by 2028, sales in Latin America could amount to as much as US$12 

billion. Although there is clearly a long road ahead before any standards are approved, 

the market is very optimistic. 
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We spoke with Viviane Sedola, CEO and founder of Dr. Cannabis, a platform that 

informs patients and connects them with both doctors who can prescribe CBD-based 

medicinal products and professionals who are able to legally manufacture and resell 

these products. According to Viviane, “expectations are rising,” until such time as a 

regulatory framework for medical cannabis is approved. 
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“Anvisa’s public consultations have concluded and Alessandra Soares, who is one of 

the agency’s directors, has now confirmed that its goal is to have regulations in place 

by October,” she said. 

Laís Macedo, CEO of Lide Futuro, was also very optimistic. Lais spoke about the 

importance of the conference for the market: 

“We look at events like this with great enthusiasm. Lide Futuro is a platform that 

brings together highly qualified leaders, so if we can bring this leadership into a highly 

competitive international business environment, we will be able to foster and expand 

on everything we have on this agenda. It’s time to talk about Cannabusiness and put 

this market on the national agenda. How will Brazil position itself? The world is 

making giant strides in this market, and where are we?” 

Some of our readers may not be aware that the medical use of marijuana is already 

permitted in Brazil. This has been a reality since January 2015, when Anvisa began to 

permit the therapeutic use of cannabidiol. Since then, more than 78,000 units of  

products containing this compound have been imported into the country. Now Anvisa 

is preparing to increase access to cannabis. Alessandra Bastos Soares, a director of 

Anvisa who participated in the roundtable discussion, described the agency’s plans 

to Hypeness: 

“The agency has a mandate to deal with medicines and health products, as well as 

other items that are subject to health inspection. What Anvisa really wants is to ensure 

that this issue is considered as seriously and as carefully as possible,” explained 

Alessandra. “What we need and want to do is to give citizens access to cannabis-

based medicines – but only if they are safe and effective and have guaranteed product 

quality.”  

Alessandra also spoke about Anvisa’s two proposals for its public consultations, and 

explained the agency’s participation at this event. 

“Anvisa’s role at this event was to clarify how the agency has been dealing with this 

issue over the years. But up to August 19, our focus was mainly on the two subjects of 

our proposals for public consultations, the registration of cannabis-based drugs and the 

regulation of cannabis cultivation in Brazil. So we participated in this event to clarify 

those two subjects,” she 
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added.
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The Cannabusiness event also featured input from investors. We spoke with Gabriel 

Ximenez, a partner in an investment firm. Gabriel says he has been keeping a close 

eye on CBD. 

“We believe that this is a multi-billion-dollar market, definitely, especially here in 

Brazil, where we are even more convinced that these products can be manufactured at 

the lowest cost in the world,” said Gabriel. “We are keeping an eye on it, and I’m very 

pleased with this event, it has been amazing.”  

Among the companies that attended the Cannabusiness event and sponsored booths 

was HempMeds™ Brazil, which has had five years of experience supporting families 

that rely on the medical use of cannabidiol. The company’s plan is to move beyond 

importation and establish itself as the bridge that enables patient access to CBD. 

During the conference, Dr. Junior Gibelli, director of medical affairs at HempMeds™ 

Brazil, defended the benefits of CBD-based pharmaceutical products (the company’s 

RSHO is one example) for patients suffering from an extensive list of conditions that 

impair their quality of life but can be treated with those products, as well as for 

patients who don’t experience progress using medicines currently available in the 

health-care system. 

An authorization by Anvisa to import RSHO is valid for one year. HempMeds™ 

Brazil offers personalized support for both doctors and patients. 

The initial step in arranging for treatment is to schedule a medical appointment and 

complete the necessary documentation, in order to provide support for a first 

prescription for RSHO. 

The next step is for the patient to submit an application to Anvisa. 
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The third step is for the application to be processed by Anvisa. Wait times may vary 

depending on the agency’s resources. 

The final step is the purchase and importation of the product. With an authorization, 

the patient can purchase RSHO directly from the website of its distributor. 

Also attracting attention at the event was the #CDBLegal campaign, which argues that 

cannabidiol should be regulated and treated as a natural substance, since it has health 

benefits and is derived from hemp, not cannabis. 

Now we can only await the decision of the authorities, as it has been amply 

demonstrated that the medical use of cannabis can transform lives. 

https://www.hypeness.com.br/2019/08/enquanto-anvisa-nao-se-decide-o-mercado-

bilionario-do-cannabusiness-se-organiza/ 
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